TREE SPECIES (SCIENTIFIC NAME)

Hura crepitans

| )

ENGLISH COMMON NAME

Sandbox Tree

PERUCOMMON NAME

Tronador

TREE FAMILY AVERAGE LEAF SIZE (CM)

EUPHORBIACEAE 10cm = 8cm
Length Width

ELEVATIONAL RANGE (M)

0-1550m

TREE HEIGHT

LARGE (> 35M)

s

COFFEE AGROFORESTRY INFORMATION

DISTRIBUTION

@  NATIVE TO PERU

NATIVE TO

Region: Americas

Latin America: Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Guyana,
Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Suriname, Venezuela

COFFEE SYSTEM

() ARABICA

COFFEE IMPACT

v BENEFICIAL TO COFFEE

CULTIVATION

U PLANTED
=7 NATURAL

PREVALENCE

Unknown

TREE BENEFITS AND USES

TREE MANAGEMENT

When the fruits ripen they explode to disperse the seeds and cause a strong
detonation, hence their common name 'thunderer'. The seed is best planted as
soon as it is ripe in a partially shaded position in individual containers.
Normally a high germination rate can be expected, with the seed sprouting
within 30-40 days. They will be ready for planting 4-5 months later. The sap of
these trees is very toxic and irritating, feared by wood cutters, who let the tree
'bleed' before cutting it down. Grows rapidly and established plants are very
drought tolerant.

FARMER USES
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Food, Livestock Forage, Firewood, Lumber, Medicinal, Product

It is used in the manufacture of boats, in general carpentry, interior
construction, boxes, and furniture. In the past, sap and crushed leaves were
used as a poison to catch fish. Handicrafts are made with the fruits. The seeds
and sap are used in the treatment of elephantiasis, leprosy, fevers and
roundworms. An infusion is prepared to treat and disinfect sores.
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FARM SERVICES

Coffee Shade

Coffee Shade: grown as a shade tree in cocoa and coffee plantations, or as a
support for vanilla plants

BIODIVERSITY BENEFITS

v YES

Eaten by fruit bats. The rubber of the trunk is consumed by the marmoset. It is
used as a perch by birds.
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