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TRE E  SPE C I E S (SC I E NTI F I C  NA M E )

Alnus acuminata
E NGLI SH C OM M ON NA M E

Alder

PE RU C OM M ON NA M E

Mentol

TRE E  FA M I LY

BETULACEAE

A VE RA GE  LE A F  SI ZE  (C M )

11CM
Length

× 6CM
Width

E LE VATI ONA L RA NGE  (M )

>2100M

TRE E  HE I GHT

MEDIUM (20–35M)

D I STRI BUTI ON

NATIVE TO PERU

N AT IVE T O

Region: Americas
Latin America: Argentina, Bolivia, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Panama, Peru, Venezuela

C OF F E E  SYSTE M

ARABICA

C OF F E E  I M PA C T

BENEFICIAL TO COFFEE

C ULTI VATI ON

PLANTED

NATURAL

PRE VA LE NC E

Unknown

TRE E  M A NA GE M E NT

The seed has a short viability and should be planted as soon as it is ripe. It
requires 10 to 20 days of cold strati�cation at 5°C. Plant the seed in a nursery,
just covering it. Germination should occur within 13 days. Seedlings can be
planted when they are 30 to 40 cm tall, usually around 4 to 6 weeks after
germination.

FA RM E R USE S

Firewood, Lumber, Medicinal, Product
Used for furniture, cabinets, caskets, boxes, interior construction, posts,
plywood, tool handles, carving and pulp. Harvested from the wild as a local
source of tannins and dyes. The bark and crushed leaves have been used to
treat muscle and joint pain, rheumatism, skin infections, and as an anti-
in�ammatory. An infusion of the leaves is part of a cure for in�ammation of the
prostate. The leaves are used as a poultice to heal wounds and stop bleeding.
A traditional �rewood, it burns evenly and very well and is also used to make
charcoal.

FA RM  SE RVI C E S

Coffee Shade, Soil Improvement, Erosion Control, Reforestation,
Nitrogen Fixation
Reforestation: the tree is increasingly planted for the recovery of cleared sites
and soil improvement
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