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TRE E  SPE C I E S (SC I E NTI F I C  NA M E )

Areca catechu
E NGLI SH C OM M ON NA M E

Betelnut palm

I ND ONE SI A N C OM M ON NA M E

Pinang, Jambe (Javanese, Sundanese), Pua (Lesser
Sunda Islands, the Moluccas)

TRE E  FA M I LY

ARECACEAE
A VE RA GE  LE A F  SI ZE  (C M )

52.5CM
Length

× 5CM
Width

E LE VATI ONA L RA NGE  (M )

0–900M

TRE E  HE I GHT

MEDIUM (20–35M)

D I STRI BUTI ON

EXOTIC IN INDONESIA

N AT IVE T O

Region: Asia
Philippines

EX O T IC IN

SE Asia: Cambodia, Laos, Malaysia, Papua New Guinea, Singapore, Thailand,
Vietnam
Indonesia: Borneo, Java, Lesser Sunda Islands, Maluku Islands, New Guinea,
Sulawesi, Sumatra

C OF F E E  SYSTE M

ROBUSTA ARABICA

C OF F E E  I M PA C T

Unknown

RE GE NE RATI ON

REGENERATES NATURALLY

C ULTI VATI ON

PLANTED

PRE VA LE NC E

COMMON IN COFFEE AGROFORESTRY

TRE E  M A NA GE M E NT

Propagated exclusively by seed but can collect seedlings from fruits dropped
by bats and squirrels and raise them into mature palms. Sow mature seeds as
whole fruits directly after harvesting or after a few days of drying in semi-
shade. Germinates after about 90 days. Select seeds from tree that bears fruit
early and regularly, has a large number of leaves on the crown, and has high
fruit set. Select fruits that are fully mature and �oat vertically in water with the
top end upward. Seedlings require shade. At 12-24 months plants with �ve or
more leaves can be planted with a ball of earth adhering to the roots. Plant at a
depth of about 90 cm in well-drained soils. Requires regular weeding and
mulching. Irrigation used in some drier areas and usually cultivated around
homes and along upland farm borders. It requires a high, well-distributed
annual rainfall of 1500-5000 mm.

FA RM E R USE S

Food, Medicinal, Ornamental, Product, Ceremonial
The betel nut is chewed as mild stimulant, contains a large quantity of tannin
and oils, and can be sold at market. The nut is applied externally to ulcers,
sores, wounds, swellings and skin diseases, and it is used as an antiparasitic
for humans and animals, to stimulate menstrual discharge, as a cure for
diarrhea, urinary disorders, edema (swelling caused by �uid retention), and low
back pain. The fragrant �owers are used in weddings and funerals, its wood
used for fencing, and the tree used as a garden accessory.

FA RM  SE RVI C E S

Unknown

BI OD I VE RSI TY BE NE F I TS

Unknown


