
COFFEE AGROFORESTRY INFORMATION

TREE BENEFITS AND USES

Last Updated: April 27, 2021
Image: Sheila Gregory © Digital Image © Board of Trustees, RBG Kew http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

TRE E  SPE C I E S (SC I E NTI F I C  NA M E )

Indigofera sp.

TRE E  FA M I LY

FABACEAE
A VE RA GE  LE A F  SI ZE  (C M )

2-3CM
Length

× 0.5-1CM
Width

E LE VATI ONA L RA NGE  (M )

0–1500M

TRE E  HE I GHT

UNKNOWN

D I STRI BUTI ON

NATIVE TO INDONESIA

N AT IVE T O

Region: Africa, Americas, Asia, Oceania
Cambodia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Singapore,
Thailand, Vietnam
Indonesia: Borneo, Java, Lesser Sunda Islands, New Guinea, Sulawesi, Sumatra

C OF F E E  SYSTE M

ROBUSTA

C OF F E E  I M PA C T

BENEFICIAL TO COFFEE

RE GE NE RATI ON

Unknown

C ULTI VATI ON

PLANTED

PRE VA LE NC E

COMMON IN COFFEE AGROFORESTRY

TRE E  M A NA GE M E NT

Propagated by seeds, which require scari�cation or by cuttings. Sowed into
seed beds or directly into �eld at 60 cm spacing with 3-4 seeds per hole. Seeds
germinate in 4 days. Cuttings should be 30 cm long, cut 2-3 days before
planting, and planted with 2-3 cuttings per hole. Weeding necessary 1 month
before and after planting. Cover crop should be cut back every 3-5 months and
replaced after 2 years.

FA RM E R USE S

Livestock Forage, Medicinal, Product
Widely used as a source of the blue dye indigo throughout the tropics and this
dye can be sold. The tree is recommended as a cover crop and for green
manure, especially in coffee plantations. The leaves of Indigofera arrecta and
Indigofera tinctoria are used in traditional medicines for epilepsy and nervous
disorders and to heal sores and ulcers.

FA RM  SE RVI C E S

Soil Improvement, Nitrogen Fixation

BI OD I VE RSI TY BE NE F I TS

Unknown


